








 

Audrey Howell is a Junior attending Viewmont High 
School.  She has studied piano with Catherine Brower Dean 
for 11 years.  The week the pandemic was announced in the 
U.S., the Howells acquired a used Steinway, which almost 
made the lock-down exciting!  Audrey regularly competes 
throughout the state and was recently awarded first place in the 
Ogden Piano Festival's concerto competition.  She also studies 
trumpet with Jeff Novak and has been selected for the Utah 
All-State Band on both trumpet and piano.  Audrey teaches 
piano in a studio she shares with her brother.  She enjoys 
volunteering at Lakeview Hospital, serving as Centerville City 
Youth Council Mayor pro tem, and leading the Viewmont 
High Marching band as drum major. 

Tonight, she's excited to perform a concerto by Beethoven, 
who is her 5th great grandfather in her piano teacher lineage. 
 

 

 

 

Samuel Aston is a Senior graduating summa cum laude at 
Farmington High School. He began playing the cello in sixth 
grade in his school orchestra program and has loved it ever 
since. He has been studying cello with Rachel Wallin for four 
years. Samuel has been a member of both the Davis Youth 
Philharmonic and Utah Youth Philharmonic for several years. 
He has been selected for the All-State Orchestra three years 
in a row. He also plays the flute and was selected for the All-
State band. Samuel is a Sterling Scholar finalist for 
instrumental performance. He plans on studying cello 
performance at BYU this fall. Outside of music, Samuel 
enjoys biking, rock climbing, camping, fishing, and anything 
outdoors. 
 
Scheherazade is one of his favorite pieces for orchestra, and with all the amazing soloists 
performing tonight, it will truly be an unforgettable concert. 

 

 

 



At just 17 years old, Leah Kim Keyes is quickly establishing 
herself as an emerging artist in the flute world. She performed as 
a soloist with the Utah Symphony at age 16 during its 
annual Salute to Youth concert. In 2024, she was awarded Grand 
Prize in the Southwest Symphony Young Artist Competition, 
where she performed the Gordeli Concertino for Flute and 
Orchestra. Her other concerto appearances include performances 
with the Utah Philharmonic, West Jordan Symphony, Lyceum 
Symphony, and the Orchestra of Southern Utah, the latter as a 
recipient of the Halversen Young Artist Award. 

Leah began her flute studies at age 9 with Nancy Toone and 
currently studies with Catherine Boyack (NYC) and Lisa 
Byrnes of the Utah Symphony. She was recently accepted to attend the world-
renowned Interlochen Arts Camp in Michigan this summer.  
 
As a junior in High School, Leah serves as principal flutist in the Woods Cross High School 
Wind Ensemble, Davis Youth Philharmonic, and Lyceum Symphony in Salt Lake City. She is a 
six-time Utah Flute Association Sonata Competition first-place winner, a four-time State MTNA 
Solo Division winner, and a four-time State UMTA Concerto Competition winner. 
When she’s not performing, Leah enjoys journaling, mountain biking, weightlifting, and caring 
for her leopard gecko. 
 

 

Jacob Thiriot began violin studies at age 4 with his mom. He is a 
junior in high school and a dedicated violinist who has studied at the 
Gifted Music School for the past four years, where he performed 
both in orchestra and in string quartets in many professional settings. 
He is also a member of the Davis Youth Philharmonic and has 
attended prestigious summer programs including BYU Summerfest 
and BYU Musicians’ Institute, refining his musical artistry. 

He currently studies under Leann Morgan at Brigham Young 
University, and his playing has been recognized in several 
competitive settings. Most recently, he was named Concertmaster of 
the 2025 Utah All-State Full Orchestra. In 2024, he received 
Honorable Mention at the ASTA Solo Concerto Competition, and 
now he is serving as Principal Chair in this year’s Utah Symphony 
Side-by-Side, performing alongside professional musicians. 

Outside of music, Jacob enjoys hiking, running, and rock climbing. He brings the same amount 
of passion and focus to his hobbies as he does to music. He would like to continue his musical 
journey and pursue opportunities at an even higher level in the future. 


